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Town Hall
Market Place
Wincanton
Somerset
BA9 9LD
Tel: 01963 31693
Email: townclerk@wincantontowncouncil.gov.uk

Minutes of the Wincanton Town Council Meeting held on Monday 7th September 2026 commencing at 7:00pm in the Council Chamber, Wincanton Town Hall, Wincanton, BA9 9LD

PRESENT:  Cllrs N Anderson (Vice chair), , A Armstrong, J Eadington, K Hearne, C Lovegrove, J Macfarlane, D Old, C Rodgers, P Rodgers, D Smith & C Wallis.

ALSO PRESENT: Tracy Dunn (Deputy Town Clerk/RFO), 
David Bell (Independent Investigator), Paul Russell (Meeting Clerk) and 16 members of the public.

Prior to the commencement of the meeting Cllr Anderson, vice hair, read out a statement which was acknowledged by the meeting.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
There were 16 members of the public in attendance. The following items were raised:
· A query was raised regarding the outcome of the public toilet survey regarding the Memorial Hall. Council agreed to find out what the final outcome was. It was thought that the responses were around 50% for retaining the facility and 50% against but this would be confirmed.
· Concerns were expressed regarding speeding along the High Street. It was confirmed that the data from the SIDs was being collated. The results would be forwarded to the Police.
· A verbal report was noted regarding the recent bus partnership meeting.

01. 09/26 ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN/TOWN MAYOR
Nominations were invited to elect a new Chair of Wincanton Town Council.

Cllr Anderson was proposed and seconded. A vote was taken, the result being:
· For: 4
· Against: 5
· Abstention: 1

The nomination was lost and it was agreed to defer this item.

Cllr Anderson, continued to Chair the meeting.


02. 09/26 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
There were no apologies for absence.

03. 09/26 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATIONS	
No Declarations of Interest were made and no requests for dispensations received. 

04. 09/26 TOWN COUNCIL MINUTES 
[bookmark: _Hlk100744288]It was proposed and seconded that the minutes of the previous meeting of Full Council on Monday 3rd August 2026 be adopted as a correct record and signed by the Chair. 

A vote was taken, the result being:
· For: 7
· Abstention: 3

The minutes of the meeting held on the 3rd August 2026 were formally approved, adopted and signed as a correct record.

05. 09/26 TO RECEIVE REPORTS FROM:
(i) The Town Mayor: No report was presented

(ii) Somerset Councillors representing Wincanton on matters of interest to the town and the local community: No report was presented.

(iii) Deputy Town Clerk/RFO: The report had been distributed to all members. The Team were thanked for all their hard work. No questions were raised.

(iv) Local Organisations and Youth Connect South West: No report was presented.

(v) The following reports were presented by Cllr J Macfarlane as representative for 
a. Wincanton Carnival: This would be held on 16th October. Road closures had been applied for and were in place and Cllr Macfarlane put out a call for additional volunteers.
b. The Balsam Centre: A meeting had been held to discuss working together with the Council. A community breakfast had been held on 23rd September and a response regarding the LGBT incident recently had been made.
c. Noted that a request for support, in principle, to become a local partner in the Volunteering for Health programme had been put forward. Following discussion it was proposed, seconded and 
RESOLVED that the Town Council would support in principle the request to become a partner in the Volunteering for Health Programme and to work with Spark Somerset to explore how the initiative could support local priorities to help build on Wincanton’s existing strengths and create more opportunities for residents to connect, contribute and thrive.

(vi) To receive reports from other Town Councillors acting as representatives to outside bodies: It was noted that the Wincanton Community Group had repaired the electrical boxes that had previously been exposed.

Council AGREED to consider agenda items 10 and 11 next.

06. 09/26. TO CONSIDER A REQUEST FOR A POP UP LOCATION FROM A WOOD-FIRED PIZZA COMPANY

Council considered the request for a pop up pizza outlet which would visit Wincanton once a month.

Following discussion, it was proposed and seconded that Council would agree in principle to grant permission for the Wood Fired Pizza Company to use a location on Council premises subject to the agreement of a suitable location, a pitch fee being agreed and further information being provided by the company.

A vote was taken, the result being:
· For: 9
· Abstention: 1

The Council RESOLVED to adopt the proposal.

07.  09/26. OUTDOOR GROUP FITNESS
Council considered a request to grant permission for a permit to use Cale Park for organised outdoor group fitness/bootcamp classes.

Following discussion, it was proposed and seconded that Council would agree in principle to grant permission for the Outdoor Group Fitness/Bootcamp Classes to use Cale Park subject to the classes not causing any damage to the Park and that no heavy items were used on the grassed area.

A vote was taken, the result being:
· For: 8
· Abstention: 2

The Council RESOLVED to adopt the proposal subject to a review being undertaken after the first month of operation and allowing the fitness sessions to be free.

08. 09/26 APPOINTMENT OF REPRESENTATIVES TO OTHER BODIES
Council considered the appointment of the following representatives to outside organisations/bodies following Councillor resignations
· Carnival: Noted that Cllr Macfarlane represented the Council.
· MHA South Somerset: Cllr Wallis was proposed.
· Memorial Hall: Cllr Macfarlane was proposed.
· Local Community Network (LCN): It was agreed to defer nominating a representative to a future meeting.
· Wincanton Sports Ground: Cllr Eadington was proposed.

It was proposed, seconded and RESOLVED to appoint the representatives above.

It was agreed to place the appointment of a Bus Champion on the next agenda.

09. 09/26 ACTION LIST
Council noted the Actions from Meeting list.

It was agreed to add the Information Sign Design item to the outstanding/ongoing list again. The Welcome to Wincanton map was currently being undertaken but had been delayed due to unforeseen circumstances. However, stage 1 had been completed but the next stage was ongoing. Cllr Armstrong agreed to send out an email to all Councillors outlining the current proposals.

10. 09/26 PLANNING

a) TO CONSIDER THE FOLLOWING PLANNING APPLICATIONS:
The Deputy Clerk apologised for the administrative error regarding applications 26/01478/FUL, 26/01597/COU and 26/01527/HOU which had been included on the agenda but previously considered.

	Application Number
	Address and description

	26/01754/HOU
	9 South Street Wincanton Somerset BA9 9DH
Proposed replacement garage
26/01754/HOU | Proposed replacement garage | 9 South Street Wincanton Somerset BA9 9DH

	
	Resolved: to recommend approval

	26/01622/FUL
	Long Close Business Area Lawrence Hill Wincanton Somerset BA9 8AB
The erection of 16 No. Tesa Superchargers covered by solar canopies, a
substation, a battery energy storage unit, along with ancillary infrastructure including
ducts, cables and operational cabinets and equipment.

26/01622/FUL | The erection of 16 No. Tesa Superchargers covered by solar canopies, a substation, a battery energy storage unit, along with ancillary infrastructure including ducts, cables and operational cabinets and equipment. | Long Close Business Area Lawrence Hill Wincanton Somerset BA9 8AB

	
	Resolved: to recommend approval



Council noted application 26/01918/TCA (notification only) and the planning decisions presented.


11. 09/26. FINANCE

a) It was proposed and seconded that the Payments lists, to be signed by the Chairman, amounting to £89,365.70 ex VAT be approved.
A vote was taken, the result being:
For – 8
Abstentions – 2
The RESOLUTION was carried.
 
b) It was proposed and seconded that Purchase Delegation Authority for the Administration Officer be approved. 
RESOLUTION: Approved with a limit of up to £1,000. Unanimous.

c) It was proposed and seconded that the Growing space grant application be approved.
RESOLUTION: Approved grant application of £1,100. Unanimous.

12.  09/26. APPOINTMENT OF TWO PERSONNEL COMMITTEE MEMBERS 
Nominations and appoint two new members to the Personnel Committee following the resignation of Cllr J Packer from the Council and the resignation of Cllr C Rodgers from the Committee.

It was proposed and seconded that Cllr Macfarlane be appointed to the Personnel Committee. No other nominations were received.

A vote was taken, the result being:
· For: 8
· Abstention: 2

The Council RESOLVED to appoint Cllr Macfarlane to the Personnel Committee

Council adjourned for a ten minute break.

13. 09/26 EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC
It was proposed and seconded that, in accordance with the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the press and public be excluded from the remainder of the meeting due to the confidential nature of Confidential/Exempt Personnel Matters.

A vote was taken, the result being:
· For: 9
· Against: 1

The Council RESOLVED to move into Confidential Session.

Prior to considering the confidential items Cllr Anderson read a statement that had been approved by the Somerset Council Monitoring Officer indicating that no action would be taken regarding the 5 complaints made.


14. 09/26 CONFIDENTIAL/EXEMPT PERSONNEL MATTERS

Council was informed that a substantial Subject Access Request (SAR) had been made requesting information covering the previous 2.5 years. A quotation from specialist GDPR company Breakthrough Communications had been received to deal with the SAR at a cost of £4,250 + VAT. 

It was proposed and seconded that the quotation from Breakthrough Communications amounting to £4,250 + VAT to deal with the SAR be accepted.

A vote was taken, the result being:
· For: 8
· Abstentions: 2

The Council RESOLVED That the Car park compensation Ear marked reserve (320) no longer being required, the balance of £24,500 would be transferred out to create a new Human Resources budget which would cover the costs.  It was therefore resolved to accept the above quotation.

Mr David Bell provided a brief presentation on the investigation that was currently being undertaken. He gave details of his background qualifications and indicated what work he would be undertaking as part of that investigation.

The final report would provide a number of options for the Council to consider and would be evidence based. He would be interviewing both staff and members during the investigation.

It was AGREED that the Proper Officer would respond to the emails received from the Town indicating that the emails had been received and would be investigated..

There was some discussion regarding the Monitoring Officer report and it was suggested that the Monitoring Officer be contacted to clarify the processes in place.

15. 09/26 CLOSE OF MEETING AND CONFIRM DATE OF NEXT TOWN COUNCIL MEETING
Council confirmed the date of the next Full Town Council Meeting as Monday 05th October 2026 at 7pm.  All items for inclusion on the agenda must be submitted to the Clerk by 9.00am Friday 25th September 2026.

There being no other business the meeting closed at 8:47pm.



______________________________	______________________________
CHAIR:					DATE:
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